JOH N H. § TONE, Efquire, Governor. I79€.

Novefnbar feffion, feventeen hundred and ninéty, be-and the fame is hereby con- CHAP.
tinied, -and (hall be in force during 'the continugnce of thiga, @ ~ - . XLIL .
V. -andbe it enatted,  That the county courts in each diftri@ (hall be com= Of whom the
pofed-of -the chief juflice of ‘the diftri¢t in which each county fhall be, and of county courts
two -aflociate juftices appointed for ‘fuch cotnties refpe@ively ; and that the ‘Téiﬁ";ffrctﬁ bf:m'
‘county -court, ér the chief juftice alone, or the two affociate juftices, fhall have, S
‘paffes. and. cxecate, the famie power, jurifdiction and duties, now veftéd in or , ,ou 5=
requited of the county-courts of this ftate, except in the cafes hereafter excepted, .- 7 £ AN
apd an appeal or ‘writ of errer fhall lie to the ‘general court, jn the fathic mannér,

and under the fame regulations, as is now or fhall hereafter be allowed by law

from the county courts to the general court; and any one of thé faid aflociate

qaftices may hold and adjournthe faid éourt, and impannel.and charge the grand_
juty, and dire@ procefs to iffue on any refentment or. indiment fdamd- in the

faid ‘court, or on any ‘petition or compldint ‘€xhibited o the faid coart, and he

‘may dire& fubplenas to iffue fot withellts to. attend the faid ¢durt, of attaéhmients

of :contempt tb iffae againft witneflés or jarors for ‘hen attendance, and he may
dite®t any wititefs to be {woin to the grind jury, and receive any prefetment or
indiétment from the grand jaty,and take recognizances for the appearince of

witnefles, or any - pet{on preferited or indied, and he may-commit any perfon

prefented or indicted for want of fecurity, and he may dire&® judgments to be

entered on conféflion, of 7on” fim 'informatus; and on defadlt or amierciatnents of
any.fheriff or ceronet, and tay direCt commitments t6 bé éntered againft: perfons

brought in on executions, and may také fpecial bail in any caafe exifting, or

that may exift, in the cobrtof which hé is affociats, and mdy alfo; in court

fitting, accept-the furrender by the principal of himfelf in difcharge of his bail,

and by the bail of the principal in difcharge of himfelf, and take new bail, or

commit for want of bail, and take recognizances for the appearance and fecurity

of any perfon or perfons who have filed or may- file petitions for freedom.

- VI. and-be {t enalted, - That all ackndwledgments of déeds herpafter made Afknowleds.
for: the conveyanee of land before any chief jufticé of a diftri, "within his ;’;‘;{“‘filiﬁ“&fc
diftri@t, or soy affociate juftice, within his connty, fhall be as good and valid in T
Jaw- as if the famic was made before any judge of ‘the general court; or before
two juftices-of the peace, any law, ufage or cuftom, to the contraty notwith-
. -ftanding. - R a B ‘
VII. 8nd be it enaften, That the faid courts fhall have power, in the trial of Counts to re.
actions at law, on motion made at the firft court after the appearince court, fup. 377 P
.ported by affidavit, that the fame is not intended for'delay, and due notice there- .
of being given, to-fequire the -partiés to produce éopies; certified by 4 juftice of
the peace, of all fuch parts of all books or writings in their poffeffion or power
a5 contain evidence pertinent to the iffhe, or to anf{wer any bill for difcovery enly
which inay boe filed by the fecond eourt after the appearance court; in cafésand
-under -citeumitances where they might be compttled to ptoduce the faid ofiginal
“books ‘o writing, or anfwer fiich bill of difcovery by the ordindry rulé§ of pro-
-ceeding in chancery; and if a plaintiff {hall-fail to comply with any fuch ordér
~ta ‘produce: fuch books or writings, or anfwer fuch bill of difcovery, it thall be
Jawful for the faid courts, on motion, to give the like judgment for the defendant
A fhaewfes of nonfuit; and if a defendant thall fail te covhply with fuch order
it -produce - books or writings; or to anfwer any bill for difcovery onily; it (hall
be lawful for the faid courts, on motion as aforefaid, to give judgment-againft
him, her or them, by default; provided, that any plaintiff or defendant may, in
~sompliafice” with any ruile for producing extradts of fuch books or papers, bring” ™
*“into court the ofiginal books ot papers. S

. VIIL Snu-be & enatted, That neither the chief juftice of any diftri; or any ggﬁiﬁ:ﬁ“
torney, &c.

~of the affociate jaftices, thall, after their appointment and qualification, a@'as
.an. attorney ot folicitor in any court of law or equity in this ftate during the tiiiie
that they fhall refpectively act as fuch. | -
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